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IMPORTANT
UPDATES & 

REMINDERS

As an international student, you have the responsibility of acclimating to a
new culture and maintaining your international student status. In order to
support you, International Programs and Services (IPS) provides you with a
newsletter that includes timely announcements. Each month, the
newsletter will include relevant information including a calendar with
important events, dates, and reminders. Please contact us with questions!



After the last DAs of April 26, 2021, travelers 
from countries and regions listed here who 
are seeking academic studies as Students 
may now qualify for a National Interest 
Exception (NIE), only if the academic 
programs begin on August 1, 2021 or later. 
Brazil, China, Iran, South Africa have been 
added, after Schengen Area, to the NIE 
consideration. India is added in May 2021.

Students from countries including Schengen Area, the UK, 
Ireland, Brazil, China, Iran, South Africa, India: 

If you are a continuing student and already has a valid visa: 
• You do not need to contact an U.S. Embassy or consulate to seek 

individual NIE to travel. You may enter the U.S. following the 
regular policies and procedures. If you have stayed overseas more 
than 5 months due to COVID-19, please contact your DSO 
immediately about your plan to reactivate your SEVIS record.

If you have been studying from your home country or are a newly 
admitted student and has a valid student visa granted already: 

• You may qualify for a NIE only if your academic program begins 
August 1, 2021 or later. U.S. embassy or consulate will let you 
know when you apply for the Visa. Please make sure to consult 
with the office that there won’t be issue when you travel earlier 
than Aug. 1st. You may enter the U.S. the earliest 30 days prior to 
the Program Start Date on your I-20.

Canada and Mexico Land Travel: Students who attend educational 
institutions are considered for “essential travel” and the guideline has 
been extended until July 21, 2021. We will continue to monitor the 
update and get to you once it becomes available

Travel Restrictions and 
Reminders

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/national-interest-exceptions-for-certain-travelers-from-china-Iran-brazil-south-africa-schengen-area-united-kingdom-and-ireland.html
https://help.cbp.gov/s/article/Article-1596?language=en_US


COVID-19 Vaccine 
Returning to Campus 
Fall 2021

You have received the message from President, Dr. Nealon, on May 25th about COVID-

19 Vaccine when we return to campus in Fall 2021. “While The Chicago School is not 

currently mandating vaccination, we may revisit that decision in the coming months. It 

is clear a fully vaccinated community is the best way to reduce and eventually 

eliminate restrictions on our campuses.” Even though it is not mandatory at this time, 

we strongly encourage you to get vaccinated as soon as you can so you may be fully 

vaccinated before the start of the Fall semester. 

Many of you are providing essential services as part of your training requirement. 

Please make sure to follow the instructions of your training workplace. If you have 

concerns about the policy at your site, please contact your training advisor. 

If you are traveling  home and enrolled from your home country during the Summer 

semester, please keep in mind about the Mandatory COVID-19 Test by U.S. 

government when you are required to return to campus in Fall. It requires all air 

passengers entering the U.S. to present a negative COVID-19 test, taken within three 

(3) calendar days of departure, or proof of recovery from the virus within 90 days. 

Otherwise, airlines are required to deny boarding.

If you have any questions, please reach out to your International Student Advisor.

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-testing-required-us-entry.html


OPT Application Goes Online!

Now You Can File Your OPT Application Online!

Please join the OPT Workshop on June 8th to know more 
details. Schedule is included in this newsletter

If you are applying for the following two type of OPT, you can 
now file online:

• (c)(3)(A) Student Pre-Completion OPT
• (c)(3)(B) Student Post-Completion OPT 

You will be able to receive the Case Receipt Number 
immediately after submission and track your case progress 
online. Online application will avoid missing documents and 
wrong payment amount that might cause rejection.

You are required to create an account with USCIS prior to 
applying OPT online. Your International Student Advisor (DSO) 
will go through the process with you. The paperwork required 
for Online Application can be fine on our website. Filing in paper 
is still supported at this time.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c_5YDNyMJ30&t=1s
https://myaccount.uscis.gov/users/sign_up
https://community.thechicagoschool.edu/internationalstudentservices/Pages/Practical-Training.aspx


Fall 2021 Enrollment
SEVIS Registration 

You should be registered for your courses for Fall 2021 at this 

time. Since we resume in-person instructions in Fall 2021, all 

regular government guidelines will apply. You are required to 

enroll full time during the semester in order to be 

compliance with policies by Immigration Services.

If you are not registered yet, please do so right away! The 

last day of Add/Drop for Fall 2021 is September 5, 2021. Your 

International Student Advisor (DSO/ARO) cannot register you 

with SEVIS to keep your record Active until you are enrolled 

with full time course load at TCSPP. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to 

your DSO/ARO or your Student Support Counselor.

https://community.thechicagoschool.edu/internationalstudentservices/Pages/Contact-IPS.aspx


Travel During Summer 
Break and COVID-19

If you decide to travel, please make sure to have the following documents in hand 

when you return for the Fall 2021 semester, we recommend you notify your DSO. 

If you are from those countries under the NIE proclamation, even though you are 

a continuing student, you could be stopped by the CBP officer for question. The 

following travel documents must be carried in your carry-on:

• A valid passport with at least six months of validity beyond the date of 

your return and a minimum of two blank pages. 

• A valid Visa with multiple entries.

• An I-20 with your DSO’s travel signature on the 2nd page dated within 12 

months of your return. 

• An I-901 SEVIS Fee payment receipt. If you cannot find one, please re-print 

from www.fmifee.com

• A copy of your most recent I-94 Print Out. If you don’t have one, please re-

print from CBP’s website. 

• It is also highly recommended that you carry evidence that you have the 

funding required to support your study in the U.S.

Please make sure to review the information above in regards of the mandatory 

COVID-19 test or verification of recovery from COVID-19 prior to your departure. 

http://www.fmifee.com/
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home




Applications Open on 
July 1, 2021!

Global Impact Scholarship
&

Global Leaders Scholarship

2021 Global Impact Scholarship and Global Leaders Scholarship are 
accepting applications on July 1st, 2021! 10 selected students of each 
scholarship will receive $1000 each. The scholarship will be applied 
towards your student account. 

These scholarships are offered to international students in good 
standing and who have maintained good status. You must be enrolled 
full-time with TCSPP in any one of the on-ground campuses and in 
Active school status in Fall 2021. Please follow the prompts and 
requirement in our scholarship announcement or on the website via the 
links above when submit your application in the format of an essay, a 
video/youtube, or a blog.

• Global Impact scholarship opens to both newly admitted students 
and current students.

• Global Leaders Scholarship opens to current students only who have 
studied with TCSPP for one year or more. 

Previous scholarship recipients are welcome to apply but we will give 
priorities to first time applicants due to limited funding. 

Good Luck!

https://community.thechicagoschool.edu/internationalprograms/Pages/Global-Impact-Scholarship-Info.aspx
https://community.thechicagoschool.edu/internationalprograms/Pages/Global-Leaders-Info.aspx


Please see above, more webinars available from GoinGlobal, providing career guides
both in the U.S. and worldwide. Students and professionals nationwide participated
in their first webinar earlier feel that it is an eye-opening experience. There are so
much assistance and resources out there that was unknown to many. The webinar
provided important strategies and tactics that will help you achieve your career
objectives, especially in a market transformed by the pandemic. GoinGlobal also
offers a network of many employers in different countries and in the U.S. and
introduces those who offer a H-1B sponsorship.
These webinars are offered nationwide and could be filled pretty quickly. Please
register as soon as you can if you are interested.

JULY 15 THURSDAY
5:00PM EDT / 
2:00PM PDT

REGISTER HERE

JULY 20 TUESDAY
15:00 GMT / 
10:00PM EDT

REGISTER HERE

JULY 22 THURSDAY
1:00PM EDT / 
10:00AM PDT

REGISTER HERE

AUG 05 THURSDAY
1:00PM EDT / 
10:00AM PDT

REGISTER HERE

AUG 11 WEDNESDAY
15:00 GMT / 
10:00PM EDT

REGISTER HERE

GoinGlobal Webinars

https://community.thechicagoschool.edu/careerservices/Pages/Going-Global.aspx
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/175264768332347150
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6172336537269172238
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3067212346340875278
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1986005388183242510
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/994590047068831502


International students on F-1 and J-1 visas who are enrolled fulltime with TCSPP are 
required to carry health insurance for themselves AND their F-2 and J-2 dependents. 
Details on this requirement are available on the community website for current 
insurance information.

All international students in F-1 and J-1 status enrolled fulltime with TCSPP starting Fall 
2021 will be automatically enrolled for health insurance. If you do not want to 
purchase TCSPP’s plan, you must submit a 2021-2022 waiver. This is required for 
everyone including students who have submitted a waiver in past years.

TCSPP is working with a new insurance provider with a better coverage and more 
competitive premium. Its waiver guidelines will be different and a travel insurance for 
emergency only is not acceptable. Please look out for the official message from Office 
of Health for more details. The coverage period will be from Aug. 15, 2021 to Aug. 14, 
2022 and information will be updated on the website once it is all available.

Health Insurance 
Requirement 

for International Students

https://community.thechicagoschool.edu/internationalstudentservices/Pages/Insurance.aspx


OFFICE HOURS AND WORKSHOPS



Have Questions for
the PDSO?

PDSO’s Virtual Office Hours

Every Thursday Pacific Time Central Time Eastern Time

3 pm – 4 pm 5 pm – 6 pm 6 pm – 7 pm

Zoom Link Click Link

Dial In +1 312 626 6799

Meeting ID 932 5368 7709

https://tcsedsystem.zoom.us/j/93253687709


CPT workshops and OPT workshopsWorkshop CPT – Curricular Practical Training

First Tuesday of Each Month L.A., ANA, SD Chicago, Dallas DC

12 pm – 1 pm 2 pm – 3 pm 3 pm – 4 pm

Zoom Link Click Link

Dial In +1 301 715 8592

Meeting ID / Password 949 769 4199 / 7697784

Workshop OPT – Optional Practical Training

Second Tuesday of Each
Month

L.A., ANA, SD Chicago, Dallas DC

10 am – 11 am 12 pm – 1 pm 1 pm – 2 pm

Zoom Link Click Link

Dial In +1 301 715 8592

Meeting ID / Password 949 769 4199 / 7697784

https://community.thechicagoschool.edu/internationalstudentservices/Pages/Employment-Home.aspx
https://tcsedsystem.zoom.us/j/9497694199?pwd=N21qWVBrWk04cWd5ekdORmdDMStZQT09
https://tcsedsystem.zoom.us/j/9497694199?pwd=N21qWVBrWk04cWd5ekdORmdDMStZQT09


2021 INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENT CALENDARJuly 2021 CALENDAR



July 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27 28 29 30 1 2 3

Application is open for 

Global Impact and 

Global Leaders 

Scholarship 

PDSO Office Hour

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Independence Day
School Holiday 

Curricular Practical 
Training Workshop PDSO Office Hour

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Optional Practical 
Training Workshop PDSO Office Hour

GoinGlobal Webinar

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

GoinGlobal Webinar PDSO Office Hour
GoinGlobal Webinar

25 26 27 28 29 30 31



GRADUATE assistants

Christine Rosas
Email: crosas1@thechicagoschool.edu

Isha Mahajan
Email: imahajan-se@thechicagoschool.edu

Lulu-Lucy Kavishe
Email: lkavishe-se@thechicagoschool.edu

mailto:crosas1@thechicagoschool.edu
mailto:imahajan-se@thechicagoschool.edu
mailto:lkavishe-se@thechicagoschool.edu


We are on Facebook and
Instagram

@ipstcspp

Make sure to follow us!

Profile page: Ips Tcspp
Send us a friend request!

Business Page: IPS TCSPP
Make sure to follow us!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100013737256231
https://www.facebook.com/IPS325

